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Review of the dissertation by Zhuldyz Imasheva titled “Sociological analysis of ethnic
entrepreneurship in a large city: case of Almaty”

The dissertation is a very coherent and thorough presentation of four components: the
literature review on transnational entrepreneurship (chapter 1), an analysis of the integration
of ethnic entrepreneurs into the urban social space (chapter 2), the results of a sociological
survey collected in Almaty are presented in chapter 3, and an analysis of the family businesses
of Tajik small-scale family entrepreneurs using qualitative data from Almaty (chapter 4).

The first chapter of the dissertation provides a thorough review of the international
scholarship on ethnic entrepreneurship. Reflecting this scholarship, the review focuses on
immigrant-origin ethnic minorities, emphasizing transnational ethnic entrepreneurship, i.e.,
migrants who create their businesses in the countries of destinations but who also maintain
economic ties with the country of origin. The chapter reviews in detail variations in nature and
types of transnational entrepreneurship.

In this chapter, the author also reviews different analytic approaches employed to study
transnational entrepreneurship, namely cultural, structural, and interactive approaches, with
particular attention to the mixed embeddedness model. Notably, the chapter also addresses

different levels of analysis of transnational entrepreneurship, i.e., macro, meso, and micro
levels.

The dissertation's second chapter examines the integration of ethnic entrepreneurs
into urban social spaces, particularly how migrant entrepreneurs create and engagé their social
networks to conduct and expand their family business.

Third chapter uses data from a survey of Almaty residents measuring' their perceptions
of and attitudes toward immigrants. The survey produced interesting results: For example, for
most local residents, ethnic identity is not an important criterion for trust, and most are \}villing
to connect socially and economically with immigrants. At the same time, the survey
respondents showed a clear preference for permanent rather than temporary mlgrants and
also favored better educated and more highly qualified migrants.

~The fourth chapter contains a thorough and informative analysis of in-depth interview
data focusing on ethnic Tajik migrants conducting small family businesses in the markets of
Almaty. It analyzes the unique characteristics of their entrepreneurial activities, their challlenges
in conducting them, and their individual and social strategies to overcome them. In particular,
this analysis illustrates the importance of family ties for the success of ethnic businesses

However, it also highlights the generational, gender, and other constraints and tensions







e

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

W » LOS ANGELES * MERGED * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO

B

AGEJIPA COLIHOJIOTHH

§4 XOHHC-XOJUT

HJIEKC 91551

DC-AHIDKEJIEC, KAJTHOOPHHS 90095-1551

D mapra 2025 roaa

O63op muccepranun Kynaeis Mmamepod noj HasBaHHEM «Coyuonozudeckuii ananus
IMHUMECKO20 NPEONPUHUMAMENbCHIBA 8 KDYRHOM 20p00€: Kelic 2opoda AnMampr»

Jlucceprauus MpeiCTaBIACT coBoli OYeHb MOC/IENOBATENbHOE M NOAPOOHOE H3JIOKEHHE
YeTHIPeX KOMIMOHEHTOB: 0030p JUTEPATyphl MO TPAHCHALHOHAIBHOMY npeAnpHHUMATENECTBY
(rnasa 1), aHaMM3 MHTErpalyd 3THUYECKUX npeAnprHAMAaTeell B TOPOJCKOE COLHMaNbHOE
[IPOCTPaHCTBO (TaBa 2), Pe3ylNBTAThl COLMONOTHYECKOro Onpoca, cobpanHble B AJIMATHl,
[peACTaBIEHE! B [ViaBe 3, M aHaIM3 CEMEHHOTrO Gu3Heca TAMKUKCKUX MEIKHX CEMEHHBIX
TpeANpHEAMATeel ¢ HCTIO/b30BAHMEM KaueCTBeHHBIX IaHHBIX U3 Anmatsl (rasa 4).

[lepBas rnaBa AMCCEPTALMH NPEACTABIACT coGoii TImaTeNbHEINH 0630p MEXyHapOIHOM
HAyKH 00 ITHUYECKOM NpEeANPUHAMATENBCTBE. Otpaxas 3Ty HayKy, 0630p Qoxycupyercs Ha
STHMYECKHX  MEHBIIMHCTBaX MMMHTPaHTCKOTO NPOUCXOXIEHUs,  OA4EpKUBas
TpaHCHALMOHANBHOE STHHYECKO® NPEeANPUHHMATENECTBO, T. €. MHTPAHTOB, KOTOpBIE CO3AI0T
CBOMi GH3HEC B CTpaHAX HAa3HAYeHM#, HO KOTOPEIC TAKXKE MNONACPKHUBAIOT IKOHOMUHECKOE
FANicTYKH C CTpaHA W3 HCTOYHMK, B I/aBe MOAPOOHO pacCcMaTpHBAIOTCA pasnnuMs B XapakTepe
¥ TUIaX TPAHCHALMOHATBHOTO NPeANPHHAMATENIECTBA. ;

B oroff ryape aBTOp TAaKXKe DPACCMAaTPHBACT DA3MMUHBIE AHATMTHHECKUE INOAXOEI,
ACMIONG3YEMBIE JUIi M3y4YeHHs TPaHCHALMOHATBHOTO npennpuﬂmaTen;,bTBai, a MMEHHO
Ky/IETYpHBIE, CTPYKTypHble M HMHTEPAKTHBHBIE MOAXOEI, YACIAA ocoboe BHHMaHHE MOJIEIH
CMEmAHHOM yKOpeHeHHOCTH. B HACTHOCTH, B TJIaBe TAKXKE DACCMATPUBAIOTCA PasiMIHEIC
YDOBHM 8HATM3A TPAHCHALMOHANBHOTO TNPEANPHHUMATENBCTBA, T. €. MaKpo-, MeE30- H
MHKpPOYPOBHH. - 3

Bo Bropoi rmaBe [MCCEPTAlMM  PacCMAaTPHBACTCA MHTErpalus  STHHYECKHX
OpefnpHHMMaTeneli B TOPOACKAE COLMANBHBIC TMPOCTPAHCTBA, B ' YACTHOCTH, KaK
NpeATpHHAMATEIH-MUTPAHTEl CO3AAIOT, B UCTIONB3YIOT CBOHM COLMANIBHEIC CCTH AN BENCHUA H
pacmmMpeHus cBoero ceMeliHoro ousHeca. Sk

B Tpeteli riaBe UCHoNB3yIOTCS JaHHBIS ONPOCa XuTeNel AIMATE], KOTOPEIC H3MEPSIOT
WX BOCTIPHSATHE M OTHOIICHME K MMMUrpanTaM. Onpoc Ja HHTepecHbie pesybrarsl. Hanpumep,
AN GONBIIMHCTRA MECTHBIX JKMTENEH OSTHHYECKad MICHTHYHOCTh HE ABJACTCA BAXKHBIM
KpUTEpHEM J0Bepyy, 1 GOIBLIHHCTBO U3 HUX FOTOBBI OOWATECA ¢ MMMUIPAHTaMH COLUAIIBLHO H
;‘;‘:;?;i‘::}‘:‘;z- ml}ilcm';g}{;;:: aB;;:M}; PECIIOH/IGHTE  ONPOca  TIPOJACMOHCTPUPOBAIM  ABHOE

: PEMEHHBIM MHMTDaHTaM, a TAKXKE OTHANM NpPEeNOYTEHHE

Bosiee 06pa3oBanubIv 1 BEICOKOKBATHHUIMPOBAHHEIM MUTPAHTAM. ’ .
Yrﬂyﬁnguﬂt:;roaeg:m rjaBe COAEPXKMTCS TIIATENbHBIA A MHOOPMATHBHEIH aHaNW3 ,ﬁaaumx
TEpBBI0, MMOCBALIEHHOTO STHHYECKMM TA[DKAKCKMM MUIPaHTaM, BEAyLUAM
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B, et ,d HE Ha 3THH1{__ec:1c0171 COJIMAAPHOCTH.
HH(bOpMaTHBHyro 5 MMHO ZIOMIOJIHAIOT APYT Jpyra W CO3HAOT MHOTOIPaHHYIO H
PTHHY 3THHYECKOro NpeAnpruHKMaTensCcTBa. [Ipenocrapisas BaxKHBIE M
YHHKaJIbHBIE CBEHEHHS 0 AUHAMHKE 3THHYECKOTO MpeaNpHHAMATENLCTBA B . YpOaHHUCTHIECKOM
KaBaXCTaHe, AHUCCEPTALlNA TaKXKE BHOCHT BKNAN B Halle MOHMMAaHHWE 3TOH JWHAMHKH B

rnobaneHoM MaciTabe. ITostoMy s pexomenyto 3Ty MHcCepTaummo K 3amuTe.
Hckpenxe, ' ;
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Cecunus Mensxusap, Beinaromuiics Ipogeccop
Hoporu JI. Meiiep kadenpa coumansHoOro
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